


The Ed i tors’ WebWatch
The Edi tors’ WebWatch is intended to be a mem ber ship-driven resource of web sites for edi tors and writ ers in the sci ences.

Ban do lier
www.jr2.ox.ac.uk/ban do lier
Ori ginally a paper jour nal, started in
1994, Ban do lier`s mis sion is to be an
inde pend ent source of infor ma tion
about evidence-based healthcare. The 
name comes from the orig i nal idea
that infor ma tion about evi dence
effec tive ness (or lack thereof) would
be pre sented as simple bullet points
(ban do leer or ban do lier: shoul der
belt, esp. for carrying ammu ni tion).
The infor ma tion on the site is
pre sented in an easy-to-understand
style so is acces si ble for every one,
from healthcare pro fes sional to the
lay public. Con tent is derived from
monthly searches of PubMed and the
Cochrane Library for recently
pub lished sys tem atic reviews and
meta-analyses. Those of inter est, and
that also make sense, then appear in
Ban do lier, ini tially in the paper
ver sion and then after a couple of
months on the web site.

The site is well laid out, attrac tive
to look at and easy to nav i gate. The
Ban do lier team con sists of a small
group of Oxford sci en tists asso ci ated
with the Pain Research Group  at the
Oxford Regional Pain Relief Unit. The 
group has pio neered work on
sys tem atic reviews in pain and
anaes the sia, and has helped to
develop research meth ods in many
other areas (statins, erec tile
dys func tion, migraine, gen i tal warts
and pros tatic hyper pla sia). The group 
has pro duced over 100 sys tem atic
reviews, includ ing con tri bu tions to
the Cochrane Library.

Ban do lier is inde pend ent, but gets
its fund ing from char i ties,
gov ern ment agen cies, and indus trial
con cerns that are pre pared to pro vide 
spon sor ship while hand ing over
con trol of the site and its con tent to
the Ban do lier team.

Dropload
www.dropload.com
YouSendIt
www.yousendit.com
SendThisFile
www.sendthisfile.com
These three util i ties are useful if you
want to send files that are too big to
be trans ferred by e-mail. Dropload
and YouSendIt are free, and
SendThisFile can be free but there are 
ben e fits in paying for the ser vice at
dif fer ent levels of sub scription. Of the 
three, SendThisFile is the most
pro fes sional (and has the larg est
capac ity, able to trans fer up to 2 GB of 

data) and even offers a script called
FileBox that means you can put the
facil ity on your web site, making it
easily acces si ble by col leagues
want ing to send or get doc u ments
(PDFs, docs, images, mp3, movies) or
by family want ing to show you their
hol i day snaps. Dropload has a
capac ity of only 100 MB (still big
enough for most users) and
YouSendIt will trans fer 1 GB of data
at a time. These facil i ties work by
hold ing a file on their server for
one-time col lec tion by the receiver
(who is alerted by e-mail).

HowStuffWorks
www.howstuffworks.com 
Have you ever won dered why
kan ga roos lick their fore arms? Or
how a dig i tal camera works? Or what 
an uploader is and why might you
need one? Hun dreds of pieces of
infor ma tion are on this site, some of it 
friv o lous and some of it useful, most
of it just plain inter est ing. On the
Health Chan nel you can find out how 
var i ous classes of drug work, how
your immune system per forms its
func tion and what (and exactly in
detail) are the ben e fits of exer cise.
Other cat e go ries include Com puter
Stuff (speaks for itself), HomeStuff
(like wise) and Earth Sci ence
(tsunamis are top i cal).

HowStuffWorks.com is owned by
the Convex Group in Atlanta and it
appears to be funded by the vast
amount of adver tis ing pres ent on the
site. As a result it is very graphic-
heavy and takes a while to load over
a dial-up con nec tion, but it’s worth a
look none the less.

In ter na tional Trade mark
As so ci a tion
www.inta.org/tmcklst1.htm
The Inter na tional Trade mark
Asso ci a tion has com piled a useful
Trade mark Check list that is free to
access. Includ ing almost 3000 U.S.
reg is tered trade marks and ser vice
marks with their generic terms, as
well as cor rect cap i tal iza tion and
punc tu a tion, its pur pose is to assist
authors, writ ers, jour nal ists, edi tors,
proof read ers, copy writ ers and
fact-check ers with proper trade mark
usage. The trade marks are listed in
alpha bet i cal order and any thing from 
shoes to food stuffs can be found here. 
But that's it, it is just a list; with no
fur ther infor ma tion given about the
trade marks, such as the owner, date
of reg is tra tion and so on. How ever,
there is an infor ma tion centre on the

site, so if you need more spe cific
infor ma tion you can either e-mail an
enquiry or look at more resources,
includ ing a glos sary.

As this site is Amer i can, it lists
US-reg is tered trade marks only (not
the logos — the site con cen trates on
how the trade marks should be used
in text, not in graph ics), so its use in a 
Euro pean con text could be some what 
lim ited. As the site itself says, some of 
the generic terms may well be
trade marked them selves in other
coun tries. How ever, it is a useful
start ing point, and if you know of
equiv a lent sites in Europe, please
for ward them to the WebWatch
com piler (DunaScripts@aol.com).

Down load able Glos saries
http://scic.cec.eu.int/DAI/
ter mi nol ogy/down load_gloss/
Down load able_Glos saries.htm
This is a huge list of glos sa ries (most
in Excel, but some in Word or as
PDFs) on just about any topic you
care to imag ine — sci ence and
non-science alike. Some are even
avail able in mul ti ple lan guages, and
they are listed in a table format with
the author/source given and the
number of entries in each one. A
useful resource if your work means
that you often wonder “what does
that mean?”.

Cul ture Lab
culturelab-uk.com
Cul ture Lab claims to be “your guide
to the latest style, cul ture and
tech nol ogy in the UK” and is a
prod uct of the Brit ish Coun cil.
Despite the rather drab and
unin spir ing home page (surely they
could have got a better design) there
is some good infor ma tion buried in
here, but it’s not all that easy to find.
Per haps of inter est to some of you is
an arti cle on “the unhackable code”
— pre sented in pop-science style it
explains how a new anti-hacker
system has been devel oped in
Cam bridge, UK. Some inter est ing
tech no log i cal stuff, and some nature
stuff too. Check it out (if you can bear 
to look at the home page).

Brit ish Li brary Im ages On line
www.imagesonline.bl.uk/
britishlibrary/
This site offers thou sands of images
from the Brit ish Library’s col lec tions
for you to order, pur chase and
down load. All of the images are
copy righted by the Brit ish Library,
and depend ing on the size and
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res o lu tion that you require there are
dif fer ent pur chase and deliv ery
options. In addi tion some images are
avail able in low-resolution forms and 
these may be freely down loaded for
per sonal use. If noth ing else this site
is a won der ful col lec tion of beau ti ful
paint ings, and can give you hours of

cof fee-break plea sure.

Some thing to con trib ute?
Please send inter est ing or useful links 
to the WebWatch com piler, Moira
Vekony, at DunaScriptsEdit@aol.com.
Sites in Euro pean lan guages other
than Eng lish are also of inter est (but

please pro vide a short descrip tion in
Eng lish). Con tri bu tions relat ing to
areas of sci ence other than biol ogy
and med i cine will be very wel come.
Con tri bu tions for this issue came from
Marie-Louise Desbarats-Schönbaum,
Elise Langdon-Neuner, Maeve
O'Connor, Jane Sykes, Liz Wager.

News Notes
Free ac cess to jour nals
Many med i cal jour nals can be
accessed free through HINARI
(www.healthinternetwork.org/src/
j_list.php) and a lot of jour nals are
avail able free at www.
freemedicaljournals.com — sites of
great use espe cially to people in
devel op ing coun tries. Leaving aside
the open access debate, what’s the
sit u a tion with free access to jour nals
in other sci en tific dis ci plines? Are
there sim i lar por tals? We’d like to
know!

On line sub mis sion of ar ti cles
Online sub mis sion makes authors do
all the work, says a cor re spon dent to
Nature (24 Feb 2005). Most of the
lead ing sci en tific jour nals require
elec tronic sub mis sion — but this is
hardly prog ress, as authors are now
expected to run mini-desktop
pub lish ing oper a tions and to spend
days fid dling with var i ous com puter
pro grams. But the end-prod uct is no
better, nor is pub li ca tion quicker —
and page charges remain. Who
ben e fits?

Green and gold 
Open access is devel op ing a colour ful 
vocab u lary, and there’s a cer tain logic
to it. Self-archiving (green) is
extremely good and is to be
encour aged, we are told . . . but open
access is “gold”: gold jour nals make
the full text of research arti cles
avail able with open access,
imme di ately upon pub li ca tion.
“Gold” and “green” aren’t the same
— gold is also green, but green is not
also gold. There is a third form of free 
access in much of the devel op ing
world — the HINARI (Health
InterNetwork Access to Research
Ini tia tive) and AGORA (Access to
Global Online Research in
Agri cul ture) programmes. (HIF-Net
con tri bu tions from Jan Velterop and
Tony McSean)

Global reg is ter of clin i cal tri als
Recent big law suits have finan cial,
edi to rial and eth i cal impli ca tions for
pub lish ing the results of drug trials.
Pharma com pa nies are going to be
“strongly encour aged” to pub lish

details of clin i cal trials — and
jour nals will no doubt be fol low ing
suit by pub lish ing the  reg is tra tion
details of the trial. Under the
pro pos als for the global reg is try,
results of all indus try-sponsored
clin i cal trials on a med i cine that has
been approved for mar ket ing, and
which eval u ate its safety and ben e fit,
will be pub licly dis closed via free,
pub licly acces si ble data bases,
regard less of out come. Also, details
of all clin i cal trials being per formed
to deter mine a medicine’s ther a peu tic 
ben e fit will be pub licly reg is tered at
ini ti a tion so that patients and
cli ni cians will have infor ma tion about 
how to enrol. Both require ments will
be adopted by the world wide
phar ma ceu ti cal indus try during 2005. 
(www.abpi.org.uk, press release 6
Jan u ary 2005) 

Why don’t doc tors read re search
pa pers?
At http://bmj.com/cgi/eletters/
329/7479/1411-a every one gets to have 
their say on sci en tific writ ing.
Defenders of the pas sive seem to be
the most entrenched — but nobody
men tioned the length of papers, even
though edi tors love to tell us that
read ers like short papers (and even
though cram ming every last detail of
a com plex study into 2500 words is
not always con du cive to ele gant
prose). Although bmj.com now
requires a sub scrip tion for access to
some of the site, anyone can still look
at these let ters:  access to the rapid
responses remains free to every one — 
as does access to the research papers,
and to mate rial pub lished more than
a year ago.

Pub lishers ir ri tated by Google’s
dig i tal li brary 
Google plans to dig i tize the many
mil lion books in the librar ies of
Har vard, Stan ford, Mich i gan and
Oxford universities, as well as in the
New York Public Library — but
hasn’t con sulted with the pub lish ers
over copy right issues. Fur and
feath ers are flying: pub lish ers argue
that an excep tion under US law that
allows librar ies to copy texts for
pres er va tion pur poses wouldn’t

apply; nor would making copies for
“air use” , given that Google is a
com mer cial com pany. (Nature 3
Feb ru ary 2005)

Read ing ease
Guide lines on how to set out printed
mate rial clearly (from Dia be tes UK,
www.dia be tes.org.uk/design/cid/
visual.htm) are to use Times or
Frutiger fonts, at a min i mum of 12
point for body copy, with rea son able
space between lines, set ranged left
and ragged right. Body copy should
be black or a dark colour, ide ally on a 
white back ground. The guide lines go
into detail about using var i ous
colours to pro vide ade quate con trast
for leg i bil ity. Detailed guid ance on
web acces si bil ity for visu ally
impaired people is avail able from the
RNIB (www.rnib.org.uk/xpedio/
groups/public/doc u ments/code/
public_rnib008789.hcsp) — edi tors
who work with web sites should be
aware of these.

Change in Na ture re search jour nals
pol icy on sta tis tics
“Clear guide lines about descrip tions
of quan ti ta tive data and sta tis tics”
will be adopted by Nature and all the
Nature research jour nals, accord ing
to a Nature Med i cine edi to rial
pub lished in Decem ber. This fol lows
an arti cle in BMC Med i cal Research
Meth od ol ogy (www.biomedcentral.
com/1471-2288/4/13) that checked the
accu racy of the 181 research papers
that Nature pub lished during 2001
and found that 38% of the arti cles
con tained at least one sta tis ti cal error; 
the news attracted wide spread media 
atten tion, includ ing arti cles in New
Sci en tist and The Econ o mist. An arti cle
in the Finan cial Times pre sented an
addi tional, orig i nal anal y sis of the
sta tis ti cal meth od ol ogy of Nature
Med i cine papers pub lished in 2000
and found that 31% of Nature
Medicine’s arti cles showed evi dence
that their authors mis un der stood the
mean ing of P values. An inde pend ent 
“sta tis ti cal audit” of Nature Med i cine
papers led the edi tors to take steps
towards improv ing the qual ity of its
sta tis ti cal report ing. (BioMed Cen tral
Update, 11 Jan 2005)
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Eth ics re forms at NIH
The NIH announced (on 1 Feb ru ary)
a series of “sweep ing” new ethics
reforms that bar NIH employ ees from 
accept ing pay ments and/or
con sult ing for phar ma ceu ti cal,
biotech, med i cal device com pa nies,
etc. (see www.biomedcentral.com/
news/20050202/02).

In for ma tion re-use
“In the pri vate sector, com mer cial
pres sures to maximize the return on
invest ment in infor ma tion assets is
encour ag ing the re-use of
infor ma tion. To create suc cess ful
re-use strat e gies it is nec es sary to
think about infor ma tion dif fer ently. It 
has to be viewed as a dynamic
resource that can be aggre gated or
disaggregated, re-purposed and
re-used for a range of diverse
audi ences, future con sumer demands 
and new tech nol o gies.” To this end,
TSO (the UK gov ern ment pub lisher)
has avail able a brief ing paper,
“Oppor tu nities and chal lenges for
infor ma tion re-use”, which prom ises
to pro vide infor ma tion on
sin gle-source pub lish ing (SSP)
strat e gies, where infor ma tion is held
in a single repos i tory along with the
metadata that describe its look and
feel for dif fer ent print and elec tronic
for mats. “The ben e fits of single
source con tent man age ment sys tems
are that by sep a rat ing con tent from
format and hold ing it in a single
repos i tory, the infor ma tion can be
auto mat i cally selected, edited and
pub lished into new for mats to
sup port a range of re-use
require ments.” (www.tso.co.uk/

latestinformation/site.asp?FO=
1159844&DI=546967) 

Cor rec tions that van ish on line
Using data from Nature,
cor re spon dents point out how easy it
is to fail to make a useful link to the
orig i nal paper — in 14 out of 34 cases
Nature failed to attach an amend ment 
page with the online PDF of the
orig i nal paper, and in seven cases
failed to pro vide an amend ment
notice with the abstract or HTML
ver sion. “With the wide spread
prac tice of access ing, print ing and
cir cu lat ing PDF files through the
internet, it seems advis able to take
this matter seri ously,” they say.
(Nature 3 March 2005, p18)

Global leap for ward in con tent
trad ing
Dig i tal object iden ti fi ers will change
the way people use the net, claims an
arti cle in the June issue of Infor ma tion
Eco nom ics Jour nal, help ing users to
locate and con nect infor ma tion and to 
trade in con tent. “DOIs rep re sent an
agile, informed, respon sive and
effi cient way to facil i tate the fast
retrieval of infor ma tion. If adopted
glob ally, less time will be spent
look ing for con tent, and more time
will be spent acting upon it.” To find
out how,  see the link at www.
tso.co.uk/latestinformation/
site.asp?FO=1142929&DI=521151.

Querying MEDLINE/PubMed
Looking for a med i cal source
ref er ence, and want to use plain
lan guage? Try askMEDLINE — it’s a
free-text, nat u ral lan guage tool for

que ry ing MEDLINE/PubMed. Using
a multi-round search strat egy, it can
trans late a ques tion into an effi cient
search. The text-only format could be
con ve nient for users with wire less
handheld devices and those with
low-bandwidth con nec tions in
remote loca tions. (www.
biomedcentral.com/con tent/pdf/
1472-6947-5-5.pdf)

Time for tea
The editor of the Annals of Improb a ble
Research is record ing and col lect ing
the rit u als that var i ous sci en tists use
when making tea — it’s called Pro ject 
Cuppa (http://edu ca tion.guard ian.
co.uk/egweekly/story/0,,1432198,00.
html). The Brit ish Stan dards
Insti tu tion main tains the offi cial
Brit ish Stan dards for pre par ing coffee 
and tea. The one for coffee is about
six pages long and won an Ig Nobel
award in 1999 (see www.improb.
com).

The last word on outsourcing
One of this year’s Ig Nobel awards —
the one for eco nom ics — went to the
Vat i can for outsourcing prayers to
India.

Con tri bu tions to News Notes
Please send items for this sec tion to
Mar ga ret Cooter, BMJ, BMA House,
Tavistock Square, London, WC1H
9JR, UK; mcooter@bmj.com.

Thanks to: Marie-Louise
Desbarats-Schönbaum, Birte
Twisselmann, Polly Brown, Liz
Wager, Tony Bowley, Jane Sykes,
Mad eleine Anne Decker, Sally Carter.

News from ed it ing so ci et ies
Af ri can ed i tors’ so ci ety
A new “Soci ety of Africa Jour nal
Edi tors” has been cre ated. It was
launched in Nai robi, Kenya, in
Decem ber with spon sor ship from the
Rockefeller Foun da tion, ASARECA,
INASP, Monsanto Com pany, USA,
and IFPRI. Twenty people attended
the two-day meet ing, and drafted a
con sti tu tion, adopted a logo, and
devel oped a stra te gic plan. The motto 
of SAJE is to ensure sup port for
review ers, pro mote qual ity of
pub lished mate rial and try to get
Afri can jour nals indexed.

CASE
CASE (Coun cil of Aus tra lian Soci eties 
of Edi tors; www.case-editors.org) is
an infor mal body of del e gates from
the eight Aus tra lian Soci eties of
Edi tors and was estab lished to
coor di nate national activ i ties. In a
recent ballot (Novem ber–Decem ber

2004), mem bers of the national
soci et ies voted over whelm ingly in
favour of the scheme pro posed by the 
CASE Accred i ta tion Working Group
for the intro duc tion of accred i ta tion
for Aus tra lian edi tors. CASE has also
devised, and is cur rently review ing, a 
set of edit ing stan dards that iden tify
and define the knowl edge and skills
expected of expe ri enced edi tors in
Aus tra lia. In addi tion, it has
col lab o rated with the deans and
direc tors of grad u ate stud ies in
Aus tra lia to develop a policy on the
edit ing of theses. Both the stan dards
and the policy can be accessed via the 
Coun cil’s site. In Decem ber 2004, the
Soci ety of Edi tors (Vic to ria) hosted
the launch of the second edi tion of
The Aus tra lian Editing Hand book (ISBN 
174031 0888; John Wiley & Sons) by
Beryl Hill and Eliz a beth Flann, both
long-standing mem bers of the
Soci ety. 

CSE
The Coun cil of Sci ence Edi tors
(www.councilscienceeditors.org) has
appointed a Task Force on Sci ence
Jour nals, Pov erty, and Human
Devel op ment “to engage sci ence
jour nals of all dis ci plines in the effort
to combat world wide pov erty and
dis ease, and to estab lish sus tain able
paths for human devel op ment”. The
Task Force was orga nized by Rich ard
Horton (edi tor-in-chief of The Lancet)
and will pres ent its ini tial activ i ties
during the CSE Annual Meet ing in
Atlanta (20–24 May 2005). Edi to rial
Policy State ments approved by the
CSE Board of Direc tors can be
obtained from the Coun cil’s site.
Topics cov ered include “Policy on
respon si bil i ties and rights of edi tors
of peer-reviewed jour nals”, “Policy
on jour nal access to sci en tific data”,
“Policy on jour nal refer ral of pos si ble
mis con duct”, “Con flicts of inter est
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and the peer review pro cess”,
“Rela tions between edi tors and their
pub lish ing or spon sor ing soci et ies”,
and “Respon si bil ities and rights of
peer review ers”.

SfEP
A member of the Soci ety for Edi tors
and Proof readers (SfEP; www.
sfep.org.uk) was appointed to the
Brit ish Stan dards Insti tute (BSI)
Com mit tee respon si ble for revis ing
the BSI Stan dard on Graphic
Tech nol ogy (ISO 5776). The revised
stan dard was pro duced in
col lab o ra tion with other mem bers of
SfEP and rep re sen ta tives of
pub lish ing and print ing trade
orga ni za tions, and it is hoped that it
will be pub lished in May 2005. SfEP
mem bers will also be involved in the
revision of the ISO Stan dard on
Proofread ing Marks.

EMWA
As men tioned in the EASE-Forum,
the Euro pean Med i cal Writers
Asso ci a tion (EMWA; www.
emwa.org) guide lines on the role of
med i cal writ ers in devel op ing
peer-reviewed pub li ca tions have now 
been pub lished in Cur rent Med i cal
Research & Opin ion. They are avail able 
at: www.catch word.com/ libra/
03007995/pre views/ contp1-1.htm.

The guide lines are in CMRO
21(2):317–321. There is also a paper
pre sent ing the results of the
under ly ing Delphi study (p. 311–316)
and an edi to rial (p. 307–309).

INASP
The Inter na tional Net work for the
Avail abil ity of Sci en tific Pub li ca tions
(www.inasp.info) aims to enable
world wide access to infor ma tion and
knowl edge, with spe cial empha sis on
the needs of devel op ing and
tran si tional coun tries. It recently
co-organized a suc cess ful “Stra te gic
online pub lish ing work shop for
jour nal edi tors” in Accra, Ghana, and
a sym po sium on “Investing in
sci en tific knowl edge: strat e gies and
models for the devel op ing world” in
Oxford, UK. The latter explored new
ways in which sci en tific research can
be improved and har nessed to drive
devel op ment. INASP is also work ing
with Lund Uni ver sity to facil i tate access
to data bases and other resources in
coun tries in which there are only lim ited 
and costly internet con nec tions
(so-called low band width envi ron ments
found in much of Africa).

Med i ter ra nean Ed i tors’ and
Trans la tors’ Meet ings
An edi tors’ and trans la tors’
asso ci a tion, METM (Med i ter ra nean

Edi tors' and Trans la tors’ Meet ings;
www.metmeetings.org/pagines/
about_page.htm) is being set up for
people work ing in the Med i ter ra nean 
area. The asso ci a tion aims to estab lish 
an inter dis ci plin ary net work of
people in the Med i ter ra nean and
south ern Euro pean area who
facil i tate inter na tional communica-
tion for those whose native lan guage
is not Eng lish and who work in,
among other areas, sci ence (taken
broadly to mean human, social and
“hard” sci ences), finance, cul ture,
pol i tics, busi ness, law, and non-
gov ern men tal orga ni za tions. METM’s 
first meet ing will be held in Bar ce lona 
on 4–5 Novem ber 2005 (see below).

EEI Com mu ni ca tions
EEI Com mu ni ca tions (www.
eeicommunications.com), which
pro duces the jour nal Edi to rial Eye, is
now offer ing online train ing not only
in proof read ing and edit ing but also
in web page devel op ment and the use 
of QuarkXpress 4.0.

Jane Sykes (j.sykes@wxs.nl),
com piler of this sec tion, will be glad 
to receive news from soci et ies and
national bodies con cerned with
edit ing, writ ing or pub lish ing in the 
sci ences.

Forth com ing meet ings, courses and BELS examinations
Making your con tent pay: ex tend
your range of sell ing mod els
ALPSP sem i nar
5 May 2005 Lon don, UK
(Con tact: Asso ci a tion of Learned and
Pro fes sional Soci ety Pub lishers, tel.
+44 (0)1245 260571, events@alpsp.org, 
www.alpsp.org/events.)
The es sen tial med i cal ed i tor
SfEP one-day con fer ence
16 May 2005 Lon don, UK
An oppor tu nity to update
med i cal/bio log i cal edit ing skills and
dis cuss mutual inter ests with others
work ing in this field. Ses sions are
enti tled Getting the over view, Editing 
skills in genet ics, Ter mi nol ogy, and A
view from in-house. (Con tact/more
details: www.sfep.org.uk/pages/
onedayconf160505.asp)
CSE 48th an nual meet ing
20–24 May 2005 At lanta, GA
(Con tact: Coun cil of Sci ence Edi tors,
Inc., 12100 Sunset Hills Road, Suite
130, Reston VA 20190, USA; tel. +1 703 
437 4377, fax +1 703 435 4390, e-mail
CSE@CouncilScienceEditors.org, web
www.CouncilScienceEditors.org)

5th in ter na tional con gress on peer
re view and bio med i cal pub li ca tion
15–17 Sep tem ber 2005 Chi cago, IL
JAMA and the BMJ have invited
abstracts for this con gress on any
aspect of edi to rial peer review,
sci en tific pub li ca tion, and the
dis sem i na tion of sci en tific
infor ma tion. New research and new
find ings are given pri or ity.  (Con tact:
Annette Flanagin, jama-peer@
jama-assn.org, or Jane Smith,
jsmith@bmj.com; or see web site,
www.jama-peer.org)

One step be yond
16th annual con fer ence of SfEP
26–27 Sep tem ber 2005 Carlisle, UK
Work shops, sem i nars and sur ger ies
will con cen trate on three aspects of
expand ing “what we do and how we
do it”: run ning your life, get ting the
most from your com puter, and
becom ing a spe cial ist. (Con tact: Jane
Ward, tel. +44 (0)131 337 4380, e-mail
con fer ence@sfep.org.uk, or see
www.sfep.org.uk)

Editing in con text
National Edi tors Con fer ence
13–15 Octo ber 2005 Mel bourne, Vic.
The Soci ety of Edi tors (Vic.) Inc. will

host the second national CASE
(Coun cil of Aus tra lian Edi tors)
con fer ence which will focus on
edit ing as a pro fes sion and explore
issues such as the public per cep tion
of edi tors, how edi tors pro mote
them selves, keep ing up to date,
finan cial and legal issues, and health
and wellbeing. The Mel bourne
Inter na tional Arts Fes ti val and Spring 
Racing Car ni val will be on at around
these dates. The call for papers has
now been issued: abstracts are due by 
16 May. (Con tact: Con ve nor, Lan
Wang, editingincontext@
optushome.com.au or see www.
socedvic.org/editingincontext  for
reg u lar updates.)

In ter dis ci plin ary col lab o ra tion —
in ter na tional com mu ni ca tion
Med i ter ra nean Edi tors’ and
Trans la tors’ Meeting
4–5 Novem ber 2005 Bar ce lona, Spain
(Con tact for infor ma tion and call for
papers: ME Kerans, Universitat
Internacional de Catalunya, Health
Sciences Fac ulty, Carrer Josep Trueta
s/n, 08195 Sant Cugat del Valles
(Bar ce lona), Spain; metameeting@
telefonica.net and mekerans@csc.
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unica.edu; web:  www.metmeetings.
org/index.htm).

2006

COURSES
ALPSP train ing courses, brief ings
and tech nol ogy up dates
ALPSP offers half-day and one-day
courses and updates on the role of the 
man ag ing editor, elec tronic
pub lish ing and mar ket ing, jour nal
mar ket ing, pro duc tion, ful fil ment
and finance, copy right, and related
topics. (Con tact: Amanda Whit ing,
Training Coor di na tor, Asso ci a tion of
Learned and Pro fes sional Soci ety
Pub lishers, tel. +44 (0)1865 247776,
train ing@alpsp.org, web www.alpsp.
org/train ing)
Style for re ports and pa pers in
med i cal and life-science jour nals
John Kirk man Com mu ni ca tion
Con sul tancy courses
London, UK
One-day sem i nars devoted to
dis cus sion of style — tac tics for
pro duc ing accu rate and read able
texts, not struc ture or format. Cost:
£148 + 17.5% VAT. (Con tact: Gill
Ward, JKCC, PO Box 106,
Marlborough, Wilts, SN8 2RU, UK;

tel. +44 (0)1672-520429, fax +44
(0)1672-521008, e-mail kirk man.
ramsbury@btinternet.com)
Pub lishing Training Cen tre at Book
House
(Con tact: The Pub lishing Training
Centre at Book House, 45 East Hill,
Wands worth, London, SW18 2QZ,
UK; tel.+44 (0)20-8874 2718, fax +44
(0)20-8870 8985, e-mail pub lish ing.
train ing@bookhouse.co.uk, web site
www.train4publishing.co.uk)
So ci ety for Ed i tors and Proof readers
work shops
SfEP runs one-day work shops in
London and occa sion ally else where
in the UK on copy-editing,
proof read ing, gram mar and much
else. (Training enqui ries: tel. +44 (0)20 
7736 0901, e-mail trainingenquiries@
sfep.org.uk. For other enqui ries see
web site, www.sfep.org.uk, or con tact 
SfEP, Riv er bank House, 1 Putney
Bridge Approach, London SW6 3JD,
UK; tel. +44 (0)20 7736 3278, or e-mail
admin is tra tion@sfep.org.uk)
So ci ety of In dexers work shops
The Soci ety of Indexers runs
work shops for begin ners and more
expe ri enced index ers in var i ous cities
in the UK. (Details and down load able 
book ing forms can be found on the
web site at www.index ers.org.uk;
e-mail admin@index ers.org.uk)
Tim Al bert Training
Courses on writ ing, sci ence writ ing
and set ting up pub li ca tions (for dates
etc. see www.timalbert.co.uk/
courses.htm). (Con tact Tim Albert
Training, 5 Cobham Road,
Leather head, Surrey, KT22 9AU, UK;
tel. +44 (0)1372-377848, fax +44
(0)1372-801667, e-mail tim@
timalbert.co.uk)

Uni ver sity of Chi cago courses
Editing and writ ing in med i cine are
among the many courses avail able.
(Con tact: Graham School of Gen eral
Studies, 5835 S. Kimbark Avenue,
Chi cago, IL 60637-1608, USA; fax +1
773-702 6814, web: www.
grahamschool.uchicago.edu)

Uni ver sity of Ox ford, Dept for
Con tinuing Ed u ca tion
Courses on effec tive writ ing for
bio med i cal pro fes sion als and on
pre sent ing in biomedicine, sci ence
and tech nol ogy. (Con tact: Gaye
Walker, CPD Centre, Depart ment for
Con tinuing Edu ca tion, Uni ver sity of
Oxford, Suite 5, Littlegate House,
16/17 St Ebbes Street, Oxford OX1
1PT, UK; tel. +44 (0)1865-286953, fax
+44 (0)1865-286934, e-mail gaye.
walker@con tin u ing-education.ox.
ac.uk, web site www.conted.ox.ac.
uk/cpd/personaldev)

Board of Ed i tors in the Life Sci ences
(BELS) ex am i na tion sched ule
21 May 2005, Atlanta, Geor gia (CSE)
28 Sep tem ber 2005, Pitts burgh,
Penn syl va nia (AMWA)
22 Octo ber, 2005, Wash ing ton, DC
20 May 2006, Miami, FL (CSE)
25 Octo ber 2006, Albu quer que, NM
(AMWA)
10 Octo ber 2007, Atlanta, GA 
(AMWA )
Reg is ter for the above at least three
weeks before the exam i na tion date. For
more infor ma tion on taking a BELS
exam i na tion to cer tify your edit ing
skills and be able to add ELS (editor in
the life sci ences) to your qual i fi ca tions,
visit the web site at www.bels.org to
obtain the appli ca tion form and a
sched ule of  exam i na tions, or con tact
Leslie Neistadt (Hughston Sports
Med i cine Foun da tion, Inc, 6262
Vet erans Park way, Colum bus, GA
31909, USA;: neistadt@hughston.
com, fax: +1 706 576 3348).

The Ed i tor’s Book shelf
The book shelf is com piled by Jane
Moody, 12A Salis bury Road, Bromley, 
BR2 9PU, UK; e-mail jmoody@rcog.
org.uk, putt ing EASE in the sub ject
line (e-mails that are not easily
iden ti fi able are likely to be deleted
unread). Please send Jane details of
arti cles or books of inter est to edi tors.

Con tri bu tions in Euro pean
lan guages other than Eng lish are
wel come.

Entries are arranged by topic under 
each head ing. Sug ges tions for
addi tional cov er age would be
wel come.

We regret that pho to cop ies of the
mate rial referred to in these entries
cannot be sup plied.

Thanks to every one who has
con trib uted to this issue. We
par tic u larly appre ci ate any
non-medical ref er ences.

SCIENCE

Eaton L. 2005. Drug com pany chiefs
accept the need for more open ness.
BMJ 22 Jan u ary;330:163.
Drug com pa nies are now accept ing
that there has been a marked change
in public atti tudes to health issues,
fuelled by gen eral media cov er age
and spe cific cov er age when a new

drug is launched or when some thing
goes wrong.

Hall G. 2004. A poi soned chal ice? A
research ethics view of the Clin i cal
Trials Direc tive. The Write Stuff
13(3):82–84.
The Direc tive has had an over all
neg a tive impact on research that
no-one con cerned in its draft ing had
fore seen. Research in basic sci ences,
phys i ol ogy and pathogenesis is now
at risk as a result.

Lenzer J. 2005. Eli Lilly defends itself 
against asser tions in BMJ. BMJ 22
Jan u ary;330:161.
Inter nal com pany doc u ments were
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The cul ture of sci ence ed it ing
9th EASE Con fer ence and
Gen eral Assem bly
15–18 June 2006 Kraków
The first cir cu lar for this meet ing
in Poland was dis trib uted to
mem bers and sub scrib ers with
the Feb ru ary issue of ESE.
(Con tact: Georgianna Oja,
Sec re tary of EASE, ease@pp.
inet.fi, or see web site:
www.ease.org.uk)
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sent to the BMJ by an anon y mous
source, and the BMJ pub lished an
arti cle based on the con tents. Eli
Lilley claims that the arti cle is
mis lead ing.

PUBLISHING
Dudman J. 2005. A global
adap ta tion. Infor ma tion World
Review Feb ru ary;(210):16–17.
Macmillan Pub lishing’s CEO, Rich ard 
Charkin, dis cusses the chal lenges of
the pub lish ing busi ness.
Kmietowicz Z. 2005. US health
agency scales down plans for free,
online research results. Sci ence 22
Jan u ary;330:165.
The US National Insti tutes of Health
has mod i fied its plans to make the
results of nation ally funded research
avail able free of charge after pres sure
from sci en tific pub lish ers, who claim
that the policy will damage their
prof its.

POLITICS OF PUBLISHING
Anguelov S, Barusch P, Praderie F.
2005. Spreading the word: who
prof its from sci ence pub lish ing? A
sym po sium held at the EuroScience
Open Forum. Learned Pub lishing
Jan u ary;18(1):67–74.
Describes the first EuroScience Open
Forum and spe cif i cally a sym po sium
on the pub li ca tion of sci en tific
research. The scene-setting
pre sen ta tions and the sum mary of the 
dis cus sions are set out.

Hunter K. 2005. Crit i cal issues in the
devel op ment of STM jour nal
pub lish ing. Learned Pub lishing
Jan u ary;18(1):51–55.
Access to gen er a tions of sci en tific
lit er a ture has never been more
wide spread. The advent of elec tronic
pub lish ing has improved the spread
and speed of access while at the same 
time reduc ing unit costs. The cur rent
“open access” debate raises
inter est ing ques tions about the future 
of pub lish ing and archiv ing. The
declin ing growth of author-pays titles 
sug gests that inno va tions that are
sus tain able in the long term and do
not threaten the qual ity and integ rity
of schol ar ship are likely to be within
the frame work of the estab lished
model.
Modlin IM, Adler G, Alex an der K, et
al. 2005. Infor ma tion assim i la tion
and dis tri bu tion chal lenges and
goals for real and vir tual jour nals.
Jour nal of Clin i cal Gastroenterology
March;39(3):181–188.
It is much debated as to who has the
right to “own” or con trol intel lec tual
prop erty, whether infor ma tion should 
be made freely avail able to the online
global com mu nity, how to gauge the

legit i macy and authen tic ity of
pub lished research, and the need to
re-examine the fea si bil ity and
prof it abil ity of paper jour nals in
con sid er ation of the dig i tal, online
for mats that con tinue to gain
pop u lar ity.

PRACTICE OF PUBLISHING

Claxton LD. 2005. Sci en tific
author ship. Part 1. A window into
sci en tific fraud? Muta tion Research
Jan u ary;589(1):17–30.
Sig nif i cant sci en tific fraud is detected
when sci en tists repeat edly report
results that cannot be inde pend ently
ver i fied, when col leagues report
sus pi cious behav iour or when
sci en tific audits are per formed. This
review doc u ments and com pares
many of the better-known cases of
sci en tific fraud.
Claxton LD. 2005. Scientific
author ship. Part 2. His tory, recur ring
issues, prac tices, and guide lines.
Muta tion Research Jan u ary;589(1):
31–45.
Provides a his tor i cal over view of
com monly encoun tered sci en tific
author ship issues, a com par i son of
opin ions on these issues, and the
influ ence of var i ous orga ni za tions
and guide lines in regard to these
issues.
Cousins J, Neylon E. 2005.
Infor ma tion objects are hot,
doc u ments are not: the use of
iden ti fi ers in online pub lish ing.
Learned Pub lishing Jan u ary;18(1):
5–12.
Discusses the role of the dig i tal object 
iden ti fier in allow ing users to access
required infor ma tion with the
min i mum of effort and then to link
with other rel e vant infor ma tion.
Good man D. 2005. Open access:
what comes next? Learned
Pub lishing Jan u ary;18(1):13–23.
Examines the effects that pres ent
deci sions about open access will have 
over the next 10 years. The
con se quences are affected by the
delib er ate choices of librar i ans and
pub lish ers as well as by the adop tion
of var i ous alter na tives by sci en tific
authors. The even tual result could be
excel lent or quite oth er wise.
Harnad S. 2004. Debate over open
access in the UK. Sci ence 
24 Decem ber;306:2187.
More on the debate over the House of 
Com mons Sci ence and Tech nol ogy
Com mit tee report.

Schroter S, Tite L, Smith R. 2005.
Per cep tions of open access
pub lish ing: inter views with jour nal
authors. BMJ pub lished online 26 Jan
2005. doi 10.1136/bmj.38359.695220. 82.

In decid ing where to submit papers,
authors con sider a jour nal’s qual ity to 
be more impor tant than its open-
access policy. 28 ran domly selected
inter na tional authors who sub mit ted
papers to the BMJ in 2003 were asked
via semi-struc tured tele phone
inter views about their atti tudes to
open-access pub lish ing and author
charges, and whether they would be
will ing to submit to open-access
jour nals. Although authors were well
aware of the con cepts of open-access
pub lish ing and sup ported the
con cept, few had actu ally sub mit ted
to such a jour nal, other than the BMJ.
Hemmings B, Rushbrook P, Smith E.
2005. To pub lish or not to pub lish:
that is the ques tion? Learned
Pub lishing Jan u ary;18(1):63–65.
Discusses fac tors that either
encour age or dis cour age aca dem ics
from pub lish ing in peer-reviewed
pub li ca tions. These include
con fi dence, gender, a strong work
ethic, com ple tion of a doc toral degree 
and senior ity.

Huemer GM, Bauer T, Gurunluoglu
R, Sakho C, Oehlbauer M, Dunst KM. 
2004. Anal y sis of pub li ca tions in
three plas tic sur gery jour nals for the 
year 2002. Plas tic and Recon struc tive
Sur gery Octo ber;114(5):1147–1154.
Anal y sis of orig i nal arti cles pub lished 
in three plas tic sur gery jour nals
during 2002. Con tent of arti cles,
author infor ma tion, type of
insti tu tion, pres ence of grant sup port
and pre vi ous pre sen ta tion were
ana lysed.
Swan A, Needham P, Probets S, et al.
2005. Developing a model for
e-prints and open access jour nal
con tent in UK fur ther and higher
edu ca tion. Learned Pub lishing
Jan u ary;18(1):25–40.
An exam i na tion of models for the
pro vi sion of access to mate ri als in
insti tu tional and sub ject-based
archives and in open-access jour nals.
Tech ni cal con cerns and deliv ery of
e-prints were con sid ered. A
“har vest ing” model is rec om mended, 
where the metadata of arti cles
depos ited in dis trib uted archives are
har vested, stored and enhanced by a
national ser vice.

Tem pest D. 2005. The effect of
jour nal title changes on impact
fac tors. Learned Pub lishing
Jan u ary;18(1):57–62.
Analyses jour nals that changed their
title in 1994 and 1995 and ascer tains
the period of time taken to recover
the impact factor. Effects of sub ject
clas si fi ca tion and the size of the
jour nal are also inves ti gated to see if
recov ery time depends on them.
Recov ery times are longer than
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pre dicted, espe cially in the phys i cal
and chem i cal sci ences: up to four
years.

Yu P. 2005. On syn thetic
tech nol o gies: the book, the
uni ver sity, the internet. Learned
Pub lishing Jan u ary;18(1):41–50.
Examines the “syn thetic” — i.e.
con structed and recom bi nant —
his to ries of the book, the uni ver sity
and the internet to argue that the
vital ity of the insti tu tion that links
them all, the uni ver sity press, will
depend on yet fur ther syn the ses.
These will include, in par tic u lar, an
increas ing com mit ment to the
col lab o ra tive devel op ment of
inno va tive dig i tal tech nol o gies.

ETHICAL ISSUES

Anon y mous. 2004. Ask the eth i cist.
APS News 13(10):3.
If a stu dent has writ ten a paper as
part of a course does a fac ulty
member need the stu dent’s
per mis sion to use it for some other
pur pose, and could the stu dent
pub lish the results with out the
per mis sion of the fac ulty member or
vice versa? The reply says it depends
on the intel lec tual prop erty state ment 
of the uni ver sity, and if this is not
clear it may end up with the law yers.
Bhattacharjee Y. 2004. Editing no
longer infringes US trade sanc tions.
Sci ence 24 Decem ber;306:2170.
The US Trea sury has removed all
restric tions on edit ing manu scripts
from authors in three coun tries under 
a US trade embargo (Iran, Cuba and
Sudan).

Bowers B. 2005. Ugly equa tions.
Phys ics World 18(2):21.
Letter com plain ing that recent
devel op ments, by which many
authors use soft ware to com pose
equa tions accord ing to their own
pref er ences, give results that seem
infe rior to those obtained by the old
method. In many cases, they are not
only ugly but also math e mat i cally
ambig u ous.

Spear HJ. 2004. On eth i cal peer
review and pub li ca tion: the
impor tance of pro fes sional con duct
and com mu ni ca tion. Nurse Author
& Editor 14(4):1–3.
Edi tors and review ers pro vide an
invalu able ser vice to the nurs ing
pro fes sion and are key to the
pro mo tion of nurs ing schol ar ship,
open inquiry uncen sored by opin ion
or bias, and fur ther devel op ment of
nurs ing's body of knowl edge. By
being acces si ble and pro mot ing an
effec tive, con struc tive review pro cess, 
edi tors serve not only the nurses who 
write for them, but also their

respec tive jour nals and read er ship.
Authors deserve and expect
pro fes sional and eth i cal behaviour
from peer review ers and those in
lead er ship who make final judg ments 
about the pub li ca tion status of their
manu scripts.

Mis con duct and fraud

Bates CD. 2005. Deal ing with
edi to rial mis con duct. What about
spin? BMJ 12 Feb ru ary;330:364.
Rig or ous stan dards should be
applied to press releases and media
com men tary.
Bateson P. 2005. Desir able sci en tific
con duct. Sci ence 4 Feb ru ary;307:645.
This edi to rial looks at the subtle ways 
in which bias can be intro duced into
research.

Brewer DF; Silverman S; Berry RS.
2005. Misattribution and the
Mat thew effect. Phys ics Today
58(1):15–16.
Three let ters com ment ing on one by
ND Mermin (Phys ics Today 2004;57(5): 
10–11). Brewer points out that the
quote from Mat thew’s Gospel also
occurs in Mark, Luke and John.
Silverman dis cusses the unre li abil ity
of memory and both he and Berry
ques tion Mermin’s source for the
term “Mat thew effect” (the ten dency
always to assign exclu sive sci en tific
credit to the most emi nent of all the
plau si ble can di dates). A response by
Mermin is included.

Brice J, Bligh J. 2005. Author
mis con duct: not just the edi tors’
respon si bil ity. Med i cal Edu ca tion
Jan u ary;39(1):83–9.
Looks at the work of the Com mit tee
on Pub li ca tion Ethics and describes
the type of rou tine, low-level
mis con duct which is increas ingly
reported by its member jour nals,
includ ing Med i cal Edu ca tion. A list of
authors’ respon si bil i ties is given as a
way of draw ing atten tion to the wide
range of indi vid u als affected by
author mis con duct. The paper
out lines seven rep re sen ta tive cases of
actual or poten tial mis con duct which
have been dealt with in the Med i cal
Edu ca tion edi to rial office during the
18-month period to May 2004,
putt ing them in con text and using
them to illus trate some of the ways in 
which appar ently minor devi a tions
from stan dard prac tice can have
far-reach ing impli ca tions.

Laube RE. 2005. Deal ing with
edi to rial mis con duct. What about
rela tion ship with review ers and
authors? BMJ 12 Feb ru ary;330:364.
Edi tors exchange e-mails and phone
calls with friends and asso ci ates
about accept ing sub mis sions, which

is within their remit. Dif fi culties arise
when this net work ing
unin ten tion ally serves to pro mote a
par tic u lar group or way of think ing.

EDITORIAL PROCESS

Buswell M. 2005. To back up or not
to back up? Editing Mat ters
Novem ber/Decem ber:4–5.
Advice on back ing up com puter data.
Cardona M, Marx W. 2004. Con fused, 
for got ten, redis cov ered: ref er ences,
the defi ant memory of sci ence.
Physik Jour nal Novem ber;3(11):
27–29.
Analyses errors in ref er ences to
highly cited papers. The cause is
often incor rect copy ing from early
citing papers.
Cooter M. 2005. Editing at the BMJ:
then and now. The Write Stuff 14(1):
14–18.
Changes in the approaches to edit ing
(and other aspects of pub lish ing) at
the BMJ over the past 20 years.

Hartley J. 2004. Applying
psy chol ogy to text design: a per sonal 
view. Infor ma tion Design Jour nal +
Doc u ment Design 12(2):91–102.
Discusses the roles and skills that
applied psy chol o gists can bring to the 
area of text design.
Jacob son AF, Schmidt K, Coeling H.
2005. Pre serving blind peer review
of elec tronic manu script files. Nurse
Author & Editor 15(1):1–4, 7.
Peer review of manu scripts for
poten tial pub li ca tion has become an
intrin sic com po nent of the sci en tific
pro cess and is aimed at improv ing
the manu script’s qual ity through
unbi ased, inde pend ent and crit i cal
assess ment by experts who are not on 
the jour nal’s staff (Inter na tional
Com mit tee of Med i cal Jour nal
Edi tors, 2003).

Lukic IK, Lukic A, Gluncic V, Katavic
V, Vucenik V, Marusic A. 2004.
Cita tion and quo ta tion accu racy in
three anat omy jour nals. Clin i cal
Anat omy 17:534–539.
Includes 199 ran domly selected
ref er ences from arti cles pub lished in
the first issues of 2001 of three major
anat omy jour nals. Cita tion errors
were found in 27% of the ref er ences
and 19% of the quo ta tions. Seri ous
edi to rial action is needed.
Marusic A, Marusic M. 2005. Not
only Eng lish: edit ing a small
med i cal jour nal. The Write Stuff
14(1):11–13.
The Cro atian Med i cal Jour nal was
founded in 1991 during the war in
that coun try. Starting a med i cal
jour nal during such a con flict led to
insights into arti cle writ ing that
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oth er wise might not have come about 
and to a better direc tion of teach ing
authors in Croatia than oth er wise
might have come about.
Teague E. 2005. Finer point: break ing 
with tra di tion. Editing Mat ters 
Novem ber/Decem ber:7–8.
Hints on divid ing words across
col umns.

LANGUAGE AND WRITING

Le Fur D et al. (eds). 2005. Le Petit
Décodeur. Paris: Le Robert. 259 p.
Pbk. EUR 5.95. ISBN : 2-84902-097-4.
Il traduit les cou ri ers
incompréhensibles de
l’administration. Il explique en
langage clair les 3000 mots et
expres sions les plus employés par les
admin is tra tions. Réalisé à partir de
cou ri ers authentiques, il constitue
une étape dans la fin des
malentendus entre l’administration et 
l’usager. [A dic tio nary of
admin is tra tive jargon. Gives a clear
lan guage equiv a lent of the 3000
words and expres sions most used by
the public ser vices.]

Burrough-Boenisch J. 2004. Erra tum:
subparagraphing in “A bit of
cul ture” [also com ment by Alistair
Reeves and author’s reply]. The Write 
Stuff 13(3):79–81.
A typo graph i cal error in Joy’s
pre vi ous arti cle inad ver tently
illus trated her point neatly. More
com ment on Dutch authors’ use of
sub para graphs and how it affects
their writ ing in Eng lish.
Cavanagh A. 2005. Broader point: the 
land mines of health writ ing and
edit ing. Editing Mat ters
Novem ber/Decem ber:8.
A good health fea ture should inform,
edu cate, be accu rate, be gen u inely
useful to its read ers and should not

leave its author or its pub li ca tion
liable to a poten tial law suit.

de Looze S. 2004. All gendered up.
The Write Stuff 13(3):73–75.
Dis cus sion on how the use of the
word “gender” is replac ing the word
“sex”, often inap pro pri ately.

Dodgson SJ. 2004. From over the
pond: how to become a med i cal
writer. The Write Stuff 13(3):70–72.
Sound advice on enter ing the
pro fes sion from the direc tor of the
MS Pro gram in Bio med i cal Writ ing at 
the Uni ver sity of the Sci ences in
Phil a del phia.

Hartley J. 2005. Down with “op. cit.”
Learned Pub lishing Jan u ary;18(1):
75–77.
Use of “op. cit.”, “ibid.” and “idem”
in ref er ences can cause dif fi cul ties for 
authors, edi tors and read ers.

Neuwirth G. 2005. Games with
sound shifts and ety mol o gies. The
Write Stuff 14(1):7–10.
This arti cle on sound shifts
for mu lates the sys tem atic diver gent
direc tions of Eng lish and German
into an ety mo log i cal quiz.

Ward L. 2005. Finer points agreed.
Editing Mat ters March/April:8.
Short but neat arti cle on sub ject–verb
agree ment.

Woolley P. 2004. All aboard the
Jargonaut – but keep half a foot on
the bridge. The Write Stuff
13(3):76–78.
Jargon is simply lan guage that is
employed by a par tic u lar group of
people, espe cially when the words
and phrases are not under stood or
used by other people. It can be used
appro pri ately or inap pro pri ately and
this arti cle gives guid ance on the use
of such ter mi nol ogy.

INFORMATION
Hartley J. 2004. On request ing
con fer ence papers elec tron i cally.
Jour nal of Infor ma tion Sci ences
30(5):475–479.
This study was con ducted to
deter mine the suc cess rate for
obtain ing con fer ence papers by using
e-mail. Just over 50% were received
within six weeks. Few could be
described as con fer ence papers; the
major ity were copies of papers
pre pared for pub li ca tion else where.
Many lacked the infor ma tion
nec es sary for them to be ade quately
cited in other pub li ca tions.
Laredo J. 2005. Roy alties for edi tors.
Editing Mat ters Novem ber/
Decem ber:4.
Infor ma tion about how edi tors can
earn roy al ties through the Public
Lending Right scheme.

ABOUT EDITORS

Bailey H. 2005. Buyer beware!
Editing Mat ters March/April:1,5.
Advice on get ting your self noticed as
a new free lance editor, from the Vice
Pres i dent and Pub lishing Direc tor,
Con tent Man age ment, at John Wiley.

O’Connor M. 2004. Copy-editing in
sci ence: a life? The Write Stuff
13(3):67–69.
Maeve O’Connor has been a stal wart
of the edit ing world for nearly 50
years. Here, she describes the changes 
in pro duc tion and edit ing that she
has seen over the years.

Stark R. 2005. Food writ ing at City
Uni ver sity. Editing Mat ters
March/April:3–5.
Not exactly edit ing but an inter est ing
account of set ting up a new course
(the first on the sub ject to be set up in
the UK ).
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Mem ber ship list ad di tions and changes
NEW AND
REPLACEMENT
MEMBERS

Cor po rate mem bers
SENSE
Col leen Hig gins
Bajonetstraat 107
NL-3014 ZE Rot ter dam
Neth er lands
Tel: +31 10-436 09 50
tinker.bell@open.net
Free lance

Michelle Mellion
Inter na tional Office NSM
Radboud Uni ver sity
Nijmegen 
Thomas van Aquinostraat
3, room 3.0_44 
PO Box 9108
NL-6500 HK Nijmegen
Neth er lands
Tel: +31 10-436 09 50
Fax: +31 24 36118 40
m.mellion@fm.ru.nl

Ruth Rose
3003 Van Ness St NW
Appt S805
Wash ing ton DC 20008
USA
key board@televix.com 
Free lance
Roger Thurman
Laan Copes v Cattenburch
137
NL-2585 GA s-Gravenhage
Neth er lands
Tel: +31 70356 09 92
eng lish@etc.nl
Free lance

Alice Jane Emanuel
Lomanstraat 54 III
NL-1075 RD Amster dam
Neth er lands
Tel: +31 20 6730782
Fax: +31 20 6730784
jane@ajemanuel.com
Free lance
Ann Holleman
Kanaalweg 84
NL-1782 GE Den Helder
Neth er lands
Tel: +31 223 614764
annholleman@hotmail.com
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Mem ber ship of EASE
EASE, the Euro pean Asso ci a tion of
Sci ence Edi tors, is open to edi tors of
pub li ca tions in the sci ences, to others
with respon si bil ity for edit ing or
 managing such pub li ca tions, or
work ing in any branch of sci en tific
com mu ni ca tion, and to indi vid u als
rep re sent ing sci en tific pub li ca tions or 
pub lish ing bodies. Appli ca tions for
mem ber ship from res i dents of any
coun try are wel come.

Jour nal
Mem bers receive Euro pean Sci ence
Editing with out charge (four  issues/
year). The sub scrip tion for
non- members is £50 includ ing
post age. Single copies £15 each.

Sub scrip tion rates (2005)
Mem ber ship is for a cal en dar year.
For those join ing late in the year
 membership may start from the
 following Jan u ary (please indi cate
your choice on the form).

The cost for indi vid ual mem bers
for 2005 is GBP 62. Orga ni za tions
paying sub scrip tions for three or

more named mem bers are accepted
as cor po rate mem bers: each person
has full mem ber ship priv i leges but
copies of the jour nal etc. are sent to
one member for dis tri bu tion within
the cor po rate group. Rates (GBP):
three people £180; four £236; five
£290; six £342; seven £392; eight and
over, £55 per member.

EASE actively encour ages
spon sor ship of edi tors in coun tries
with cur rency exchange prob lems. If
you wish to spon sor an editor you can
do so by adding £31 to your
mem ber ship fee. You may either
nom i nate some one or let EASE assign
you a person to spon sor.

If you are retired and aged over 60,
con tact the Sec re tary (ease@pp.inet.fi) 
for details of reduced sub scrip tions.

Mem bers who fail to pay the
 subscription after three requests will
be regarded as lapsed and will be
 removed from the mem ber ship list.
Mem bers who rejoin after laps ing
may be charged an extra fee as well
as  the cur rent year’s pay ment.

Methods of pay ment
(1) By credit card (Master card or
VISA, only; no others accepted).
(2) By cheque or bank draft pay able
to “EASE”, drawn in ster ling on a
bank in the UK, with bank charges
pre paid. Make sure that your name
(or the cor po rate rep re sen ta tive’s
name) appears on the cheque or on a
cov er ing advice note. Send cheques/
drafts to the EASE Sec re tar iat by
reg u lar mail, NOT  registered.

Data Pro tec tion Act
Orga ni za tions that keep per sonal
 information on a com puter must ask
those sup ply ing the infor ma tion
whether  they agree to details being
stored in this way. Your sig na ture on
the appli ca tion form (at www.ease.
org.uk/easeappl.html) there fore
indi cates that you agree to the
infor ma tion on the form, the date you 
join EASE, and/or your sub scrip tion
 status being recorded so that the
asso ci a tion can send you mem ber ship 
mate rial or the jour nal, or both.
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Individual mem bers
Dr JH Barth 
Dept Clin i cal Bio chem is try
& Immu nol ogy
Leeds Gen eral Infir mary
Great George Street
Leeds, LS1 3EX
UK
Pro fes sor JE Cabral-Filho
Revista Brasileira de Saúde 
Materno, Infantil - IMIP
Rua dos Coelhos, 300
Recife, PE
Brasil - CEP: 50.070-550
Tel: +55 81 21224141
Fax: +55 81 21224141
revista@imip.org.br
Revista Brasileira de Saúde
Materno Infantil

Mrs Angela Haden
4 chemin des Fins
1218 Grand Saconnex
CH-1218 Geneva 
Swit zer land
Tel: +41 22 798 8221
Fax: +41 22 798 8224
angelahaden@Gmail.com
Free lance

Ms Lisa Muszynski
Lansankuja 5 C
FI-02630 Espoo
Fin land
Tel: +358 40 578 7894
lisa.muszynski@hel sinki.fi
Dr Iain K. Patten
C/ Lorca 1, pta 17
E-46018 Valen cia
Spain
Tel: +34 963 382043
ikpatten@ono.com
Dr Igor Vlahovic
Insti tute of Geol ogy
M. Sachsa 2
PO Box 268
HR-10001 Zagreb, Croatia
Tel: +385 1 6160 775
Fax: +385 1 6144 718
geologia-croatica@
zg.htnet.hr
Geologia Croatica

SENSE
Ann Bless
ann.bless@bluewin.ch

Indi vid ual mem bers
Tim Albert
tim@timalbert.co.uk
George Drennan
24 Church Lane 
Eaton
Norwich, NR4 6NY, UK
GeorgeDrennan@aol.com

Martin B Edwards
128 St Helens Park Road
Hastings, TN34 25W, UK
Dr Judit Nagy
Med i cal Tri bune Kladó Kft
H-1300 Buda pest Pf 157
Hun gary
Sheila Poole
36 Wordclyffe Drive
Chislehurst
Kent, BR7 5NT, UK
Ron Price
rp10@netvision.net.il
AJ van Loon
Dillenburg 234
6865 HR Doorwerth
The Neth er lands
tom.van.loon@wxs.nl
Dr Scott Wilson
Magus View
Sunny side
Strathkinness
Fife, KY16 9XP, UK

DEATH
We re gret to an nounce the 
death of Dr Jurgen
Remane

Dr Ruth L Willmott
Bennogasse 16/9a
A-1080 Wien, Aus tria
Tel: +43 1 990 8233
willmott@bioscript.de

CHANGES
Cor po rate mem bers
Taylor & Fran cis Ltd.
Dr David Green
Rich ard Steele
Susannah Douch
4 Park Square
Milton Park, Abingdon
OX14 4RN, UK
Tel: +44 1235 828600
Fax: +44 1235 829000

Jennie Drew
Learning and Teaching
Solu tions, The Open 
Uni ver sity, Walton Hall 
Milton Keynes
MK7 6AA, UK
Tel: +44-1908-655012
 j.e.drew@open.ac.uk

To join EASE, or sub scribe to Euro pean Sci ence Editing, please com plete 
the appli ca tion form on the web site, www.ease.org.uk/easeappl.html, or con tact the EASE 

Sec re tar iat at ease@pp.inet.fi or Nyyrikintie 14 A 1, FIN 33540 Tampere, Fin land.
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