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information acquirement and 
provision.” Experts in each country 
provided reports on the situation 
of open access to move towards 
common policies for open access to 
science.
Cambon-Thomsen A, Thorisson 
GA, Mabile L. for the BRIF 
workshop group. The role of a 
bioresource research impact factor 
as an incentive to share human 
bioresources. Nature Genetics 
2011;43(6):503-504. 
doi: 10.1038/ng.831 
Bioresources need to be easily 
accessible to facilitate advancement 
of research. A Bioresource Research 
Impact Factor (BRIF) could 
promote the sharing of bioresources 
by creating a link between their 
initiators or implementers and the 
impact of the scientific research 
using them. A BRIF would make 
it possible to trace the quantitative 
use of a bioresource, the kind of 
research using it, and the efforts 
behind establishing and maintaining 
it . Specific requirements for citing 
bioresources are lacking in the 
Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts 
Submitted to Biomedical Journals 
(URM). A BRIF working group has 
been recently established. 

Creaser C, Fry J, Greenwood H et al. 
Authors’ awareness and attitudes 
toward open access repositories. 
New Review of Academic Librarianship 
2010;16(S1):145-161 
This article investigates the awareness 
of scholarly authors toward open 
access repositories and the factors 
that motivate their use. The 
findings indicate  that despite  good 
understanding and appreciation 
of the ethos of open access in 
general,   differences arose between 
authors from differing  disciplinary 
backgrounds in understanding the 
validity of open access repositories 
and their subsequent motivations for 
depositing articles in them. 
doi: 10.1080/13614533.2010.518851
 
Davis PM, Walters WH. The impact 
of free access to the scientific 
literature: a review of recent 
research. Journal of the Medical 

Library Association 2011;99(3):208-217. 
This  paper reviews  recent studies  
evaluating  the impact of free 
access (open access) on scholars, 
clinicians, and the general public 
in developed and developing 
countries.  It assesses impact in terms 
of reading, citation, and related 
forms of use. The authors  consider 
factors such as journal reputation 
and the absence of publication 
fees when submitting their work, 
but free access is not a significant 
factor. Evidence is  clear  that free 
access leads to increased  number 
of article downloads, although its 
impact on article citations is  unclear  
and needs further research. doi: 
10.3163/1536-5050.99.3.008

Laakso M, Welling P, Bukvova H et 
al. The development of Open Access 
Journal Publishing from 1993 to 
2009. PLoS ONE 2011;6(6):e20961. 
Results of a study on the development 
of open access (OA) journals 
registered in the Directory of Open 
Access Journals (DOAJ) showed  very 
rapid growth in the period 1993-
2009. Since 2000, the average annual 
growth rate in number of journals has 
been 18%, and for number of articles 
has been 30%.  Three major phases of 
OA development  suggested are  the 
Pioneering years (1993-1999), the 
Innovation years (2000-2004), and 
the Consolidation years (2005-2009). 
doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0020961

Moher D, Weeks L, Ocampo M et al. 
Describing reporting guidelines for 
health research: a systematic review. 
Journal of Clinical Epidemiology 
2011;64(7):718-742. 
This review includes 81 reporting 
guidelines, most of which have 
been developed in the last 10 years, 
classifying 58%  of them  as new 
guidance. The authors believe 
that a more rigorous approach is 
necessary for developing reporting 
guidelines.  The findings  indicate 
that guideline  developers provide 
little information about the guideline 
development process that would be 
useful to assess the robustness of 
the recommendations provided. An 
assessment tool could be developed to 

help authors and editors  create and 
evaluate specific reporting guidelines.
doi: 10.1016/j.clinepi.2010.09.013
Nariani R, Fernandez L. Open 
access publishing: what authors 
want. College & Research Libraries 
(accepted: June 5, 2011; anticipated 
publication date: March 2012). 
Results of this study indicate that 
authors are increasingly publishing 
in open access (OA) journals, and 
they appreciate library funding 
initiatives and believe that impact 
factor and readership are strong 
motivators for OA publishing. Specific 
recommendations for publishers 
include   timely indexing in PubMed 
and other databases, promotion of OA 
articles through press releases, and 
access to statistics on a regular basis.

Tagler J. Biomedical Publishing 
101: an overview from the Chicago 
Collaborative. The Serials Librarian 
2011; 60(1-4):114-123. 
Challenges and opportunities 
posed by the migration from print 
to digital are here addressed. The 
author explores  the role of publishers 
in the scholarly communication 
process, and the various roles and 
responsibilities of various  players in 
the scientific publishing chain.

RESEARCH EVALUATION

Molinié A, Bodenhausen G. The 
kinship or k-index as an antidote 
against the toxic effects of h-index. 
CHEMIA International Journal for 
Chemistry 2011;65(6):433-436.
According to the authors, the current 
fashion of ranking people, papers, 
and journals is anything but harmless. 
They suggest  measuring  the “fertility” 
of individual researchers - with 
respect to their ability to foster quality 
- in terms of kinship (the k-index) 
rather than measurement through 
personalized indices (the h-index). 
A chart of elective kinship, produced 
through the transmission of scientific 
theory, methodology, know-how, 
competence, and even culture, could   
then be realized. 
doi: 10.2533/chimia.2011.433

EASE luncheon in Paris strikes a 
perfect balance
Taking advantage of President Joan Marsh’s attendance at 
a psychiatrist congress in Paris, EASE members in France 
gathered at Porte Maillot for an informal lunch on 5 
September, as it has done regularly for several years. The 
date coincided with back-to-school for the kids, so a few 
members were unable to join us.  We were 8 and had a nice 
discussion around diverse editing topics.

Two new participants were welcomed : Catherine 
Mary, who is a free-lance science journalist and works for 
prestigious journals, and Philippe Chatelet, from INRA, 
Montpellier, working in plant biology and editing papers. 
They  presented their activities to the other participants 
(Rachel Carol, Frances Sheppard, Alex Edelman, Eric 
Lichtfouse), and to Joan who shared the latest EASE news 
and encouraged everyone to “spread the word” about 
EASE’s big conference in Tallinn, Estonia next 8-10 June 
2012, on the theme of “Publishing in a Digital Age”. It looks 
like most of us will attend.

The photo, courtesy of yours truly, as Alison Clayson was still on 
vacation, shows (from left to right):  C Mary, J Marsh, A Edelman, P 
Chatelet, E Lichtfouse, R Carol, F Sheppard. The participants came 
for the lunch from cities far from the Porte Maillot Conference 
Centre: Montpellier, Besançon, Dijon, Lyon, Malakoff, Juvisy and 
London!  And, astonishing for a French event: all of us arrived in 
advance or on time! Around the table, the group was perfectly 
balanced: 4 Frogs and 4 Brits, 4 men, 4 women!

EASE Business

ESE: what do you like (or dislike) 
about the Journal?
We are conducting a poll of what you, the readers and 
members of EASE, think about the Journal.  Over the 
past year, you will have noticed various changes.  We 
think they are improvements but would like to know 
whether you agree.  There are 10 questions and we 
would really appreciate you taking the time to complete 
them.  We will send an e-mail alert and put details on 
the EASE website.   If anyone would like a paper copy, 
please contact the Secretary.

If anyone would like to help analyse the responses, please 
contact the Secretary – all assistance gratefully received!

Publications Committee

We are very sad to report that Margaret Cooter has retired 
from her position as Production Editor of ESE.  Margaret 
has done a fantastic job over the years, chasing copy, laying 
out the pages, editing where necessary and managing a 
team of proof readers to ensure a Journal fit for an Editors’ 
Association.   She is now going to devote more time to her 
retirement projects, including a Masters in Visual Art at 
Camberwell College of Art. Unfortunately, no one from 
the membership was willing to take on the job at this time, 
so we have appointed Lynne Rowland, a colleague of Mary 
Hodgson’s who is not an editor but does have experience in 
page layout and design.   

We also regret that Dario Sambunjak has resigned from 
the Publications Committee, following his resignation from 
the Editorial Board of the Croatian Medical Journal.  Dario 
is now Director of the Croatian Branch of the Cochrane 
Collaboration and his career is taking him away from 
editing, so he felt it was no longer appropriate to be on the 
Publications Committee.  Dario has been responsible for 
the Section, My Life as an Editor, and we are grateful for 
both the interesting articles he has commissioned for this 
Section and his overall contribution to the Journal. Anyone 
interested in joining the Publications Committee should 
contact Armen Gasparyan or Joan Marsh.

Nominations for EASE Council 
2012-2015

At the AGM in Tallinn in June 2012, a new Council will 
be elected.  The following members of the existing Council 
are standing down: 
Vice Presidents: Alison Clayson; Reme Melero
Ordinary members: Petter Oscarsson; Edward Towpik

Below is a list of nominees who have accepted.  Other 
names may be added and the full list will be published on the 
EASE website in November.  Members of EASE may also, not 
less than ninety days before the General Meeting, nominate in 
writing to the Secretary any eligible member of the Association 
for each office or position. Such nominations must be made 
in writing by two members for each nomination, and should 
enclose a signed letter from the nominee agreeing to his/her 
nomination, and a brief Curriculum Vitae of the nominee. 
These nominees shall be added to the list drawn up by the 
nominations committee. If the nominations committee accepts 
more nominations than there are places to be filled, a ballot of 
members will take place.  Ballot papers would be circulated 
with the February 2012 issue of ESE.  Details of the procedure 
may be found in the Statutes and Bye-Laws of EASE, available 
on the About EASE section of the website.
Vice Presidents: Eva Baranyiova; Ana Marusic
Ordinary members: Paola DeCastro; Alex Edelman; 
Shirin Heidari; Richard Hurley; Moira Johnson; Ana 
Marusic; Pippa Smart; Christian Sterken; Sylwia Ufnalska


