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REUTERS/ Jose Manuel Ribeiro 

A new initiative to monitor proficiency in medical English: 
sTANDEM

EASE is proud to be involved in this project to develop a Standardised Language System for Medical 
Purposes (sTANDEM). This system is intended to promote, assess and certify the command of 
professional English among health care professionals and researchers world-wide. EASE endorses 
both standardisation of scientific (including medical) terminology and the use of clear language by all 
authors of scientific publications in English.

In the past months, sTANDEM has developed descriptors of language competence,  examination 
specifications, and the first drafts of the examination papers.

Descriptors of language competence
In accordance with the guidelines of the Council of Europe which recommends the use of the Com-
mon European Framework of Reference (CEFR) for setting up systems of validation of language pro-
ficiency, descriptors of language competence for the medical domain were developed in relevance to 
the levels established in the CEFR. The CEFR descriptors for the medical domain provide practical 
descriptions of the competences necessary for communication, the related knowledge and skills as well 
as the situations and domains of communication in the medical context for CEFR levels B1, B2 and C1.

Examination specifications
Another crucial document which has been developed is examination specifications which provide 
precise guidelines concerning the format of the examination and specify how the process of the item 
writing should be organised. Examination specifications include such aspects as:
•	 the number of parts in each paper
•	 the length of each examination part
•	 the type of examination tasks for each part
•	 the number of examination questions
•	 the type of input material (text for reading comprehension; audio file for listening comprehension)
•	 clear differentiating system for examination tasks for B1, B2 and C1 levels
•	 the marking system for each part of the examination
Developing examination specifications was necessary to ensure high quality and standardisation of 
the examination papers.

Draft examinations
Partner institutions involved in sTANDEM project have started designing the first drafts of the exami-
nation papers to test different language skills: listening, reading, speaking and writing. A number of 
institutions supported the project initiative with providing access to audio files which will be the basis 
for testing listening skills. All these institutions can be found on the project website in the section 
called: Supporting partners. The consortium is exploring the possibilities of initiating a similar coop-
eration with institutions which could grant the access to the articles and other texts that could be used 
as a basis for developing tasks testing reading comprehension.

All institutions interested in the sTANDEM initiative are welcome to learn more 
about the project at www.standem.eu.
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